
 
 

OTTO GELENG RESTAURANT RECEIVES ITS FIRST MICHELIN STAR - 
BELMOND GRAND HOTEL TIMEO, TAORMINA 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 November 2019 – Roberto Toro, Executive Chef at Belmond Grand Hotel Timeo, 
Taormina, proudly represents his culinary team at the Teatro Municipale in Piacenza as 
Otto Geleng restaurant receives its first Michelin Star, less than two years since opening 
its doors. 
 
Otto Geleng is one of three restaurants at Belmond Grand Hotel Timeo, named after the 
German painter who resided in Taormina. The intimate restaurant is designed to reflect 
the style of a classical Sicilian villa and invites guests to dine alfresco on an Otto (eight) 
course seafood menu whilst taking in views of the majestic Mount Etna and Ionian Sea. 
 
CULINARY TRADITIONS 
 
Chef Roberto Toro, a Sicilian native, opened Otto Geleng in 2018. The intimate 
restaurant warmly welcomes guests through his sensational culinary journey from the 
fond memories of family cooking to the vibrant colours, scents and tastes of his 
childhood and embracing authentic local produce. 
 
From zesty home-grown oranges, the fragrance of his mother’s freshly baked bread and 
his grandmother’s famous tomato sauce recipe - guests discover the traditional flavours 
of Sicily through a contemporary lens. 
 
To complement this culinary journey through time, the sommelier, Simona Si Goro, 
hand picks the finest local and international wines, introducing guests to the best secret 
wineries in the area. 
 
Chef Roberto Toro comments on the recent award,  
 
“After many years travelling and discovering different cuisines around the world, I 
decided to return to Sicily because I wanted to create something important on my 
island. Today I am excited and proud of this achievement. The Michelin Guide is a 
desired recognition and I am deeply grateful to my staff for the great teamwork that led 
Otto Geleng to achieve this goal”.   
 



SETTING THE SCENE 

Otto Geleng restaurant was named after the German painter who settled in Taormina 
in the early 1860s and was the first to see Taormina as an elegant tourist destination 
which he depicted in his paintings, celebrating views of the breathtaking bay of Naxos 
and majestic Mount Etna. 
 
Framed by the terrace and with the bougainvillea in full bloom, the restaurant is set in 
the islands most exclusive location with the elegant ambience of a classic Sicilian villa - 
once a place where the noble families would invite their most important guests. 
 
The atmosphere is infused with classic Sicilian spirit with handcrafted linens, Baroque 
inspired table settings and the iridescent flicker of traditional oil lamps - a grand stage 
is set for exceptional gastronomy where guests become part of the show. 

“Gastronomy lies at the heart of Belmond. It completes a cultural immersion. Our guests 
travel the world to find authentic tastes in each destination. This award represents a 
recognition not only for the restaurant, but also for Sicily and for Belmond. I want to 
congratulate Chef Roberto for his vision and his team for their dedication to providing 
our guests with this unique dining experience.” Robert Koren, Senior Vice President 
EMEA, Belmond. 
 
THE FINAL INGREDIENT 
 
Rates start at 634.00 EUR for a Villa Classic Double Room with Village View or Villa 
Superior Sea View Room with Balcony at Belmond Grand Hotel Timeo, this includes 
breakfast, scheduled shuttle to Taormina Mare and access to the private beach at 
Belmond Villa Sant’Andrea. 
 
For reservations at Otto Geleng restaurant call +39 0942 6270 200, email 
mailto:otto.geleng@belmond.com or visit belmond.com. 
 

Ends 
 
For further information:  
 
Punnee Hall - PR Manager – Europe, Middle East & Africa 
punnee.hall@belmond.com / +44 (0)75 0088 2166 
  
About Belmond Ltd. 

Belmond Ltd., part of the world's leading luxury group LVMH Moët Hennessy Louis 
Vuitton, has been a pioneer of luxury travel for more than 40 years, building a passion 
for authentic escapes into a portfolio of one-of-a-kind experiences in some of the 
world’s most inspiring and enriching destinations.  

Since the acquisition of the iconic Hotel Cipriani in Venice in 1976, Belmond has 
continued to push industry boundaries, taking discerning global travellers on surprising 
and unforgettable journeys spanning land, water, adventure and relaxation, with 
international acclaim. The portfolio of 46 properties extends across 24 
countries, encompassing three luxury safari lodges, two river cruises, seven luxury 
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trains, including the iconic Venice Simplon-Orient-Express, and the legendary ‘21’ 
restaurant in New York. From historic city landmarks like Belmond Cadogan Hotel and 
Belmond Copacabana Palace to hidden retreats at Belmond Cap Juluca and Belmond La 
Résidence d’Angkor, each incomparable property has its own timeless story to tell, 
yet the hallmarks of the brand thread through them all: heritage, craftsmanship, and a 
reputation for genuine, unscripted service in an unrivalled location create exceptional 
experiences that stir the soul. www.belmond.com.  

Follow Belmond: Twitter • Facebook • Instagram 
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