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Belmond Mount Nelson Hotel re-opens its East Wing after a full re-design

Cape Town, January 2017: One of the world’s iconic hotels, Cape Town’s Belmond Mount Nelson
Hotel, recently unveiled its 48 new guestrooms and suites. The renovation of the East Wing of the
hotel was led by London-based interior designer Inge Moore, who also was responsible for the
award-winning redesign of Belmond’s Eagle Island Lodge in Botswana. The design intent was to
recreate the original spirt of the hotel, which opened in 1899, whilst updating it in such a way as to

engage today’s connoisseur traveller and lovers of exceptional hotels.

“Belmond Mount Nelsonis ahotel that epitomises the inheritance and soul of its location,’ says Inge
‘andtherefore itis the heritage of Cape Town that influenced the foundation of my thinking.” After
seafarers from around the globe had discovered the Cape and had made it their home, they
embraced what the Cape had to offer, and combined this with what they had brought from their
previous lives. Therefore, local materials such as rustic timbers, beads and clay were brought
togetherwith crystal and fine bone china to create a new Cape vernacular. [t was this mixture of the

refined and the artisanal that the designers have translated into the refurbished guestrooms.

New oak flooring has been introduced into some of the suites, scattered with rugs crafted by Cape
carpet weavers. Natural leather and linen abound, and beautifully beaded ornamental mirrors
reflectthe sparkle of crystal and the sunshine dancing through the room. Draperyis softand calming

in tone, locally embroidered with a flower motif.

In eachroom, the bedisthe centrepiece, focused onthe view outside. At the foot of each bed there
is a local ‘riempie bank’ —the bench introduced to the Cape by the early settlers. Each room has a
“chair to dream in”, a deeply comfortable armchair placed at a vantage point to soak up the
panorama and allow the guest a place to slow down and feel what is important to them, be it to

think, to read orjust to be.
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Artworkisa major part of the experience, and the rooms have been accessorised with collections of
objectsand over-scaled paintings, curated by art consultant Janine Bath in collaboration with Inge.
All of the art is by local artists, some is contemporary and some of Cape landscapes. “l think that art
in hotels is either just decorative or it has real meaning —there is nothing in-between,” says Inge.
“When we have the opportunity to develop art with local artists, it creates the meaning of the
projectand setsthe tone. For Belmond Mount Nelson, | wanted to celebrate the amazing Cape and

|”

bringthisinto the hotel.” The new artworks have joined many fine existing pieces which have been
re-framedinacontemporary manner, complementing the traditionally classicimages of landscapes

and flowers.

Guestroom corridors have been transformed with new art, offering a journey through the work of
some of Cape Town’s mostinteresting established and budding artists, combined with the existing
collection. The introduction of additional chandeliers and crystal wall lights along the corridors
provides new sparkle, more light, and the tones of paint replicate heritage colours favoured in
domesticsettingsin the late 19th century. A new sisal-inspired carpet laid along the walkways hints

at the hard-wearing floor coverings of the turn of the century.

Most importantly, the redesigned rooms and corridors are comfortably residential in feel. Says
General Manager Xavier Lablaude: “For the many loyal guests who return year-after-year, the
ambience of the rooms will be reassuringly familiar while there will be much to discover that is new

and enchanting.”
ENDS

For media information, contact:
Gabrielle Palmer, PublicRelations Manager, Belmond Mount Nelson Hotel, ph: +27 21 4831593; cell:
+27 828907249; e-mail: gabrielle.palmer@belmond.com; www.belmond.com/mount-nelson-hotel-

cape-town/

For further information about the design and art, contact:
Su Pecha/Alicia Sheber at ESP Business Development; +44 (0)208 374 6320/4476;
asheber@espbusinessdevelopment.com

About Belmond Ltd:

Belmond Ltd. is a global portfolio of luxury travel experiences including hotels, trains, cruises and
safarisin some of the world’s mostinspiring and enriching destinations. Established almost 40 years
ago with the acquisition of Hotel Ciprianiin Venice, the Company owns and operates 47 unique and
distinctive hotel, rail and river cruise experiences, including three scheduled to open overthe course
of the next twelve months, in many of the world’s most celebrated destinations. From city
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landmarks to intimate resorts, the collection includes Belmond Grand Hotel Europe, St. Petersburg;
Belmond Copacabana Palace, Rio de Janeiro; Belmond Maroma Resort & Spa, Riviera Maya; and
Belmond El Encanto, Santa Barbara. Belmond also encompasses safaris, eight luxury tourist trains
including the Venice Simplon-Orient-Express, three river cruises and ‘21’, one of New York’s most
storied restaurants. belmond.com

Follow Belmond: Twitter e Facebook ® Instagram
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